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41 Aquatic Preserves



1966- First offshore preserve / aquatic 
preserve, Estero Bay

1987- Newest aquatic preserve, Oklawaha
River

Number and years other aquatic preserves were 
established:

2- 1969 5- 1975 
18- 1970 1- 1976 

6- 1972 1- 1979 
1- 1973 1- 1984
2- 1974 2- 1986

When Established



• Reason

• Content
• Statutory requirements
• History
• Resource information
• Goals/objectives/

strategies

Management Plans



Budget Spreadsheet



Management Plan Activities



Management Plan Activities

• Grant related marine debris report
• 36,920 lbs (dimensional lumber, barrels, 

batteries, tires, trap and trap debris, rebar, 
beach furniture, boat parts, and shellfish 
farming gear)

*Cleanup numbers reported during a BBSAP staff cleanup 
conducted in February 2016

International Coastal Cleanup / BBSAP numbers
Cleanup Year Number of Cover Netting Recovered

2013 > 265
2014 ~ 135
2015 87

*2016 24

• Big Bend Seagrasses Aquatic Preserve, in partnership with 
DACS and Cedar Key Aquaculture Association 

• Ocean Conservancy’s Annual International Coastal 
Cleanup

• 2012 to 2014 – NOAA Marine Debris and Aquaculture Use 
Zones Grant (spearheaded by DACS)

• Results: Reduction in cover netting



Management Plan Activities
Boating party safety hazards in 
Biscayne Bay Aquatic Preserves

• Intoxication
• Fatalities

Stakeholder involvement
• Priority actions were defined

• Change behavior
• BUI task force
• Proposed motor exclusion zone
• Increased engagement and 

education
• Social media
• On-water signage



Management Plan Activities

• Estero Bay Wading and Diving Bird Management Strategy
• Estero Bay Seagrass Protection and Restoration Plan



• Early drafting
• Stakeholder involvement
• Advisory committee
• Acquisition and 

Restoration Council

Process



Progress
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Progress
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Questions?
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