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March 2022 

The Florida Forest Service (FFS) is requesting ARC approval for a Land Management Plan 
Amendment for the Withlacoochee State Forest (WSF) Ten-Year Land Management Plan.   WSF 
is an approximately 160,000-acre, multiple-use state forest, located in Hernando, Citrus, Sumter, 
Lake, and Pasco Counties, Florida. The Board of Trustees of the Internal Improvement Trust Fund 
of the State of Florida (BOT) hold title to the affected portion of the state forest.  

The FFS proposes to construct a pedestrian foot bridge across Devil’s Creek on the Richloam 
Tract. The bridge will allow hikers on the existing Florida National Scenic Trail (FNST) to safely 
cross the creek. The proposed bridge length is 100 feet long and five (5) feet wide based on the 
USDA Forest Service engineered plans. This bridge has been requested by public users of the 
FNST and supported by the Florida Trail Association and United States Forest Service (USFS). 
As such, it is the first project identified under the Florida National Scenic Trail Challenge Cost-
Share Agreement between the FFS and the USFS.  The bridge will be constructed by licensed 
professionals. 

FFS staff and a certified archaeological resource monitor (ARM) surveyed the proposed site areas 
for threatened or endangered species and possible historical and/or archaeological evidence. They 
concluded no known archeological sites occur in the project areas, as well as no evidence of 
threatened or endangered species were observed at the project site vicinity.  

FFS additionally consulted with the Florida Natural Areas Inventory (FNAI), the Division of 
Historic Resources (DHR), and Southwest Florida Water Management District (SWFWMD) 
regarding the proposed activities; there are no known resource conflicts and the SWFWMD will 
require an Environmental Resource Permit (ERP). FFS staff is proceeding with obtaining the ERP. 
Consulting agency (FNAI, DHR, SWFWMD) response letters are included with this request, as 
are other applicable supporting documents. 



 
 
      

      
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

To:  Todd Knapp 
From:  Dan, Hipes, Senior Field Ecologist, FNAI   
Date:  January 26, 2022 
RE: Proposed Devil’s Creek Footbridge, Withlacoochee State Forest 
 
 
We have reviewed the materials for the proposed construction of the footbridge to 
cross Devil’s Creek within the Richloam Tract of Withlacoochee State Forest.  
There are no rare species records in the FNAI database for the project site.  No 
resources of concern are expected to be affected by this project.  Sounds like a 
great project that will be appreciated by many who visit the State Forest. 
 
Thank you for the review request.  



 

 

 

   

RON DESANTIS 
Governor 

 LAUREL M. LEE 
Secretary of State 
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Florida Forest Service                                                    January 28, 2022 
Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services        
3125 Conner Boulevard 
Suite I-266, Mail Stop C-25 
Tallahassee, FL 32399-1650 
 
Re:       DHR No.: 2022-0282 

Project: Devil's Creek Footbridge, Withlacoochee State Forest 
 
To Whom It May Concern: 
 
Our office reviewed the referenced project in accordance with Chapter 267, Florida Statutes, and 
implementing state regulations, for possible effects on historic properties listed, or eligible for listing, in 
the National Register of Historic Places, or otherwise of historical, architectural or archaeological value.  
 
It is the opinion of this agency that ground disturbing activities for the above project should be monitored 
by someone who has completed our Archaeological Resource Management (ARM) training program. 
Once a project is complete, the monitor should submit the appropriate monitoring forms to this agency. In 
the event that unmarked human remains are encountered during permitted activities, all work shall stop 
immediately and the proper authorities notified in accordance with Section 872.05, Florida Statutes.  
 
If you have any questions, please contact Jennifer Tobias, Historic Sites Specialist, by email at 
Jennifer.Tobias@dos.myflorida.com. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Timothy A. Parsons, Ph.D. 
Director, Division of Historical Resources and  
State Historic Preservation Officer 






























	WSF - Devil's Creek Bridge - LMP Amendment
	WSF - Devil's Creek Bridge - LMP Amendment_AKR
	Supporting docs
	FNAI_review_WSF_Devils_Creek_Footbridge
	267-DACS-Monitor-2022-0282
	SWFWMD_response
	Devils Creek Bridge plans


	maps
	WSF - Devil's Creek Bridge - LMP Amendment
	Supporting docs
	Pictures





