
ITEM XX: 
Consider whether an approximately 0.50-acre private easement for aerial electrical transmission 
utility crossing over the Winter Haven to Lake Alfred Trail is consistent with the Board of 
Trustees’ Liner Facility Policy. 
LOCATION: 
Polk County, Section – 17, Township – 28S, Range – 26E 
APPLICANT: 
Duke Energy Florida, LLC 
DSL STAFF REMARKS: 
The Applicant has requested an easement for aerial electrical transmission lines over the Winter 
Haven to Lake Alfred Trail (Trail). This aerial electrical transmission crossing is part of the 
proposed Osprey – Haines City East 230kV Transmission Line. This preferred route avoids 
installation of structures within the property and will aerially traverse a small section of the Trail. 
The proposed easement area is currently managed by the City of Winter Haven under Board of 
Trustees (BOT) Lease No. 4760. The parcel was purchased by the BOT in 1999 from CSX 
Railroad for public recreational purposes. 
The City of Winter Haven consented to the easement in a letter dated February 2, 2022. In a 
letter, dated August 27, 2021, Division of Historical Resources stated that the proposed 
undertaking is unlikely to affect historic properties.  
Avoidance: 
There are no other practical alternatives for this easement request. In March 2020, Duke Energy 
contracted with Golder Associates Inc. to complete a “Route Selection Study” to determine a 
preferred transmission line route. According to the study, the route across the Trail is the most 
viable alternative with respect to environmental, engineering, and socioeconomic factors. 
Minimizing Impacts: 
The proposed easement is not anticipated to have any additional impacts to the Trail. The Trail 
will remain open to the public. The preferred route has the least impact to residents, wetlands, 
wildlife, and historical resources. The proposed location of the easement is a portion of the Trail 
with no existing vegetation to disturb and no imperiled and other wildlife species living in this 
section of the Trail will be impacted.   
Compensation: 
An easement fee will be paid by the Applicant to the City of Winter Haven and the BOT based 
on the appraised market value. Pursuant to section 253.02(4), Florida Statutes, replacement lands 
shall be sought by the Applicant at 1.5 times the size of the easement area. The replacement land 
will be titled to the BOT and managed by The City of Winter Haven. If replacement lands are 
not available or are un-obtainable, the Applicant will pay to the applicable land manager an 
amount equaling two times the appraised value of the easement area. 
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DSL STAFF RECOMMENDATION: APPROVE  
ARC RECOMMENDATION: 
(   ) APPROVE 
(   ) APPROVE WITH MODIFICATIONS: __________________________________ 
(   ) DEFER 
(   ) WITHDRAW 
(   ) NOT APPROVE 
(   ) OTHER:  ___________________________________________________________ 
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