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Big Bend Wildlife Management Area  

Management Plan Amendment, February 2023 

Dixie and Taylor counties, Florida 

Introduction: Anchored within the heart of a nearly unbroken corridor of public 

conservation lands stretching over 200 miles from the St. Marks River to the Suwannee 

River along Florida’s Nature Coast, the Big Bend Wildlife Management Area (BBWMA) 

conserves approximately 70,000 acres of public coastal conservation land along the rugged 

and remote Big Bend coast in Taylor and Dixie counties. Among its many natural 

superlatives, the BBWMA aids in the protection of one of the largest coastal hardwood 

swamp forests along the northern Gulf of Mexico, north of the Suwannee River. Public 

ownership within this 200-mile stretch includes the St. Marks National Wildlife Refuge 

(SMNWR) to the west of the Snipe Island Unit and the Lower Suwannee National Wildlife 

Refuge (LSNWR) to the south of the Jena Unit.    

The area is lead managed by the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission 

(FWC) to conserve, manage, and restore the important natural communities on site that 

provide habitat for a wide range of imperiled and more common wildlife species and to 

provide high-quality opportunities for hunting, fishing, wildlife viewing, hiking, biking, 

horseback riding, paddling, and camping along the Big Bend Saltwater Paddling Trail, and 

scenic driving along more than 200 miles of roads. The Florida Forest Service serves as a 

cooperative manager for the area.   

Location: The BBWMA is located along the coasts of Taylor and Dixie counties, 11 miles 

southwest of Perry, 15 miles east-southeast of St. Marks, and 15 miles west of Cross City. 

The communities of Keaton Beach, Steinhatchee, and Horseshoe Beach are located between 

or adjacent to the units of the BBWMA. There are several designated entrances to the 

BBWMA located near U.S. Highway 98. The BBWMA consists of five irregular shaped units 

that stretch for approximately 60 miles along the Gulf of Mexico. Much of the land along 

the coastline of Taylor and Dixie counties is within the boundary of the BBWMA.   

Acquisition History: The lands acquired and established as the BBWMA were purchased 

under the Save our Coast, Conservation and Recreation Lands Acquisition, Preservation 

2000, and Florida Forever acquisition programs, and fee-simple title resides with the Board 

of Trustees of the Internal Improvement Trust Fund (Board of Trustees).  The FWC leases 

the BBWMA from the Board of Trustees through the Department of Environmental 

Protection’s Division of State Lands (DSL) under Lease Number 3558 and subsequent 

amendments to it.   

Management Authority: The FWC is the designated lead managing agency for BBWMA 

under the authority granted by Lease Number 3558 from the Board of Trustees agent, DSL. 

Further management authority derives from Article IV, Section 9 of the Florida 

Constitution as well as the guidance and directives of Chapters 253, 259, 327, 370, 373, 

375, 378, 379, 403, 487, 597, and 870 of the Florida Statutes. These constitutional 
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provisions and laws provide the FWC the authority to protect, conserve, and manage the 

State’s fish and wildlife resources. 

Land Cover and Vegetation: The FWC uses a comprehensive resource management 

approach to managing FWC-managed areas. Restoring the form and function of Florida’s 

natural communities is the foundation of this management philosophy. Consistent, long-

term monitoring of managed natural communities will quantify changes in habitat 

conditions, provide information on the cumulative effects of management activities, and 

measure progress towards meeting management objectives for desired habitat conditions. 

Measured changes in vegetation condition are intended to be used to inform future land 

management actions. 

Twenty natural and altered land cover communities have been identified by FNAI. Native 

and invasive plant species lists have been compiled for these land cover categories. Eight 

imperiled plant species are known to exist on the BBWMA. Baked spikerush (Eleocharis 

rostellata), pondspice (Litsea aestivalis), sandhill spiny-pod (Matelea pubiflora), and pine 

woods dainties (Phyllanthus leibmannianus) are designated as state endangered; and 

Chapman’s sedge (Carex chapmanii), corkwood (Leitneria floridana), crabapple (Malus 

angustifolia), and palegreen orchid (Planthera flava) are designated as state threatened. 

Management Plan: The BBWMA Management Plan was approved on August 21, 2015, 

and an update to this plan is due in August 2025. However, currently, the FWC is 

submitting this management plan amendment to outline and request facility changes and 

improvements that the FWC plans to perform on the area. Below are details for the 

development of a new gravel road on the BBWMA. 

 

Management Activities: The FWC is proposing an all-weather stabilized access road to 

the Freeman parcel of the BBWMA from a public right-of-way. The easterly adjacent 

landowner requested the FWC abandon the “trail” on the northernmost portion of his 

property. The trail has historically been used to access the Freeman parcel. The Dixie 

County SW 263rd Avenue right-of-way/access easement extends westerly (potentially across 

the landowner’s property) to the easterly property line of the Freeman parcel. The FWC 

intends to extend a 12-foot wide graded, stabilized, and rocked road from the maintained 

western end of the SW 263rd to the Freeman parcel property and beyond, connecting to an 

existing graded and rocked road within the parcel. The road provides access to the Freeman 

House. This new access road will remove the encroachment on private property. 

The location of these improvements is provided in Figures 1 and 2. These improvements 

will have no impacts on wildlife, habitat, or continued management of the BBWMA. The 

FWC has coordinated for approval of this project and will continue to work with the 

Suwannee River Water Management District, the Florida Natural Areas Inventory, and the 

Division of Historical Resources regarding any potential ground disturbing activities. 

Approvals for this project may be found in Appendices 1-5.
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Figure 1. Access Road on the BBWMA  



4 
 

 

     Figure 2.  Proposed Freeman Access Road Footprint on the BBWMA 















From: Frank Price <fprice@fnai.fsu.edu>  
Sent: Thursday, March 2, 2023 8:58 AM 
To: Ferry, Larame <Larame.Ferry@MyFWC.com> 
Cc: Daniel Hipes <dhipes@fnai.fsu.edu>; Geoffrey Parks <gparks@fnai.fsu.edu> 
Subject: RE: Big Bend Wildlife Management Area: Management Plan Amendment 
 
Hi Larame, 
 
We have reviewed the plan for the Proposed Freeman Access Road at the end of SW 284th Ave and there 
are no records in the FNAI database in the vicinity. The project appears to be largely within previously 
disturbed area and so we don’t foresee significant impacts to resources of concern. 
 
Let me know if you need additional information. 
 
Thanks, 
Frank 
 
 
Frank Price 
Director 
Florida Natural Areas Inventory 
Florida State University 
Office: 850-224-8207 x210 
Cell: 850-381-9605 
 






















