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A. Where discontinuous limestone exists within the proposed drainfield area and is 42
inches or less below the bottom surface of the drainfield, the following requirements
shall apply.

B. Additional drainfield shall be added to equal the amount of area which has
discontinuous limestone within 42 inches of the bottom of the drainfield. This
additional area shall not contain discontinuous limestone within 42 inches of the
bottom of the drainfield.

C. The soil loading rate shall not be based on the limestone but shall be based on the
most restrictive slightly or moderately limited soil type in the remainder of the
drainfield area, per Table Ill, footnote 5., and 62-6.009(3)(e), F.A.C. however,
limestone shall not touch the bottom surface of the drainfield. Where the applicant
chooses to remove discontinuous limestone, removal must be to a depth of 24 inches
below the bottom of the drainfield and replaced with suitable slightly limited soil
material. This will not count as a “soil replacement” and will not require the use of a
lower soil loading rate. The applicant may also choose to “detour” the drainfield. This
may be accomplished by removal of any gravel within a 1 foot perimeter around the
discontinuous limestone and using a solid wall pipe (non-perforated) to pass through
the detoured area. The connection between perforated and non-perforated pipe shall
be within the remaining drainfield and no closer than 6 inches from the sidewall.

D. Where additional drainfield must be added due to the presence of discontinuous

limestone, additional unobstructed area (2x area) shall be required in equal
proportion.
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Method for Determining Drainfield Location and Size in Areas with Shallow
Discontinuous Limestone Formations at Varying Depths

1. Have the applicant identify a drainfield installation area on the property that is at least
two times the minimum required drainfield size. Recommend an area of at least 900
square feet.

2. Two soil profiles shall be performed in the proposed area in compliance with the
requirements of Chapter 62-6.

3. Determine the soil type for drainfield sizing and the estimated SHWT. Determine the
drainfield area required by Chapter 62-6.

4. Divide the installation area (or a portion thereof which is approximately two times the
required drainfield area) into a grid of 5’ by 5’ squares.

5. Make one probe into the center of each of the 5’ by 5’ squares to determine the depth to
limestone at that point. Record the depth for each square.

6. Each 5'x5’ square is considered as “counted” or “discounted” as part of the drainfield
based on the depth to rock as determined by probing the middle of the square. Where
the probe depth to limestone meets or exceeds 42 inches below the proposed drainfield
bottom, the entire square can be “counted” as drainfield. Where the probe depth to
limestone is less than 42 inches below the proposed drainfield bottom, the entire square
is “discounted” from the drainfield.

7. The drainfield needs to incorporate a sufficient number of “counted” squares to occupy
the area required by 62-6.

For example, if 62-6 requires 300 square feet of drainfield, the installed
drainfield must fully overlie at least 12 “counted” squares. (12 squares X 25
square feet per square = 300 square feet.). If an area exists on this site where
a rectangular group of 16 squares includes 12 counted squares and 4
discounted squares, a total drainfield area of 400 square feet (16 X 25) would
be required to be installed over the area. This would encompass 300 square
feet of counted drainfield required to meet the code. If a different rectangular
area encompasses 12 counted squares and only 2 discounted squares, that 14
square (350 square foot) area would probably be a better choice since it
“discounted” less drainfield.

8. Once a rectangular total drainfield area is identified, squares in the area must be
covered with drainfield. This trades off the incidental areas of “counted” squares which
may not meet the drainfield-limestone separation requirement with incidental areas of
“discounted” squares which do meet the separation requirement.

9. Since elevating the drainfield will increase the separation to limestone and thus increase
the number of “counted” squares, an applicant may wish to elevate the drainfield to
reduce the total drainfield area necessary to be installed.

10.The total drainfield area should be checked to make sure that no very shallow
limestone exists at the elevation of the bottom of the drainfield. Cobble-sized
limestone can be ignored. Small boulders can be removed and replaced with slightly
limited soil. Drainfield should not be installed over large contiguous limestone where
the bottom of the drainfield will be in contact with the limestone.
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1 block is 5’ x 5’ (25 square feet). Scale is 1 inch = 10 feet.

Date: Signature:
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41 48 16 18 0 17 22 17 48 18 12 22
48 20 48 14 48 48 15 25 10 9 33 48
TREE 29 | TREE 16 48 48 13 22 10 45 26 18
42 48 32 15 26 48 48 | TREE 48 48 48 48
32 24 21 27 48 48 48 | TREE 48 48 18 21
48 48 35 12 36 22 30 48 29 48 12 48
48 48 48 48 48 36 48 16 36 13 12 14
48 48 48 48 34 48 48 25 17 48 15 27
48 20 48 48 25 48 45 28 18 12 48 23
48 24 48 29 48 27 29 48 26 15 10 NP
46 17 12 48 21 38 48 NP NP NP NP NP

Each square 5 high by 5 wide.

Each square is 25 square feet.

The number indicates the probe depth to rock (in inches) in the middle of each square bottom of
drainfield is at grade.

Estimated seasonal high-water table is 24 inches below grade.

Proposed drainfield area is black box, which equals 525 square feet. This will equate to 425
square feet of drainfield that will meet rule requirements.

Absorption surface cannot be within 12 inches (vertically or horizontally) of limestone formation.
Proposed drainfield site must be probed to a depth of 12 inches to verify the absence of shallow
limestone formations. Any such formations detected should be flagged to prevent drainfield
installation within 12 inches. Split drainfields may be used.
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