Table of Content for Site Certifications

Double-click items highlighted in blue to go to that page.

General Information


 GOTOBUTTON SiteAcquisition Site Acquisition in the SRF 

 GOTOBUTTON RequirementsforClearSiteCertification Requirements for Clear Site Certification 

 GOTOBUTTON RequirementsforLimitedSiteCertification Requirements for a Limited Site Certification 
Clear Site Certifications


 GOTOBUTTON EquivalencyProjects Equivalency Projects 

 GOTOBUTTON NonEquivalencyProjects Non-equivalency Projects 
Limited Site Certification


 GOTOBUTTON LimitedSiteCertificationwithSRFAssistanc Land Purchased with SRF Assistance 
Site Acquisition in the SRF

An applicant must demonstrate sufficient interest in the property on which an SRF project will be located to ensure undisturbed use of that property throughout the project’s useful life.  Whether you’re upgrading an existing facility or constructing a new system across endless miles of rights-of-way, you must have undisturbed use for construction, operation, and maintenance.

Researching titles and buying property consume resources—and time.  To achieve fundable status on the priority list, an applicant must certify that it has undisturbed use of all property, except for sites you are purchasing with loan funds (more on that later).  The site certification must be submitted to the Department by April 15 prior to the fiscal year for which the priority list is being developed [see Rule 62-552.655 (5)(e)].  Failure to submit the certification on time will delay listing your project on the fundable list.  Starting early in title searches and property acquisition is essential.

For all “equivalency projects” (those which must comply with the federal requirements imposed on Florida’s SRF—at this point, that’s everybody), adherence to the Uniform Relocation and Real Property Acquisition Policies Act of 1970 (the Uniform Act) is mandatory.  The Act is intended to ensure owners that their property will be acquired at a fair price, without coercion, and that anyone forced to relocate because of the acquisition will be helped into a new home of essentially equal value.

The Uniform Act and its implementing federal regulation, 49 CFR 24, outline the steps you must follow when acquiring property, whether by purchase, lease, easement or gift.  Even if you’re not securing new property, you must establish that the property you already control was secured according to the Uniform Act.

As noted above, by April 15 prior to the fiscal year for which the priority list is being developed, you must provide a site certification.  This consists of a certification from the applicant, asserting control of all project sites and verifying that such control was gained in accordance with the Uniform Act and 49 CFR 24.  (Experienced counsel in these matters is essential.)  Attached are site certifications for equivalency and non-equivalency projects.

It is possible to use loan funds to acquire property that will be integral to the drinking water system.  You may not purchase loan-eligible property until after you have a loan agreement or have an authority to incur construction costs.

Keys to remember: 1) START EARLY to determine who controls the property related to your project.  If you have to acquire it, begin immediately.  2) Understand the Uniform Act and 49 CFR 24; you must comply with them—at least for now.  Competent title counsel is critical.  3) If you have questions, call the Bureau.
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I.  Requirements for a Clear Site Certification

The authorized representative’s certificate must assert the following:

1. That all real property, including easements, acquired for the entire project to be funded by a State Revolving Fund loan was acquired in accordance with the Uniform Act of 1970 and EPA’s implementing regulation, 49 CFR 24.

2. That a qualified title counsel has examined the title and other appropriate records and that the applicant has legal and valid estate or interest in the property and shall have undisturbed use of all property, including easements, for the estimated life of the project. 

3. That a fee simple or such other estate or interest in the project sites shall be retained for the estimated life of the project to assure undisturbed use of the sites.

The amount and type of each title search required for a site certificate is whatever is needed to satisfy the title counsel that the applicant has a right under state and local laws to access and has undisturbed use of the site for the life of the project.  The applicant’s interest in real property, including easements, must be valid and defensible in a court of law.  With respect to real property acquired in fee simple, the applicant must be assured a marketable title with no encumbrances.  A responsible and qualified title counsel will know the extent of search and the interest in the site required in order to provide these assurances.

The site certificates must be submitted to the Department by April 15 prior to the fiscal year for which the priority list is being developed [see Rule 62-552.655(5)(e)].  Failure to submit the documents on time will delay listing your project on the fundable list.  GOTOBUTTON TableofContents Go to Table of Contents 
II. Requirements for a Limited Site Certification

1. Limited (qualified) site certificates will be accepted if the applicant has started condemnation proceedings and has deposited with the court the appraised value of the property to be taken.  The site certificates must identify all sites under condemnation and include a statement as to when the property will be available for construction and when condemnation will be complete.  Clear site certificates are to be submitted when all acquisition is complete.

2. Limited site certificates will also be accepted if the applicant is purchasing property using loan funds.  The site certificates must identify the property to be purchased and include a schedule for completing the acquisition.  The certificate must also assert that the applicant has undisturbed use of all sites not being purchased using loan funds, and that such sites were acquired according to the Uniform Act.  Again, clear site certificates must be submitted when acquisition is complete. 
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AUTHORIZED REPRESENTATIVE'S SITE CERTIFICATION

 (Equivalency Projects)

	Project Number DW
	     

	Project Description:     

	I do hereby certify as to the following:

	1.                                                                                        has acquired all real property or real property rights that are, or will be, required for the construction (erection, extension, modification, addition), operation and maintenance of the Project described above.

2. All real property and real property rights required for the entire Project were acquired in accordance with the State and local requirements and with Title 49 Part 24 of the Code of Federal Regulations.



	Dated this
	                       
	Day of
	     , 200     
	

	        
	
	

	Authorized Representative
	
	Signature

	     

	Title


AUTHORIZED REPRESENTATIVE'S SITE CERTIFICATION

 (Non-equivalency Projects)

	Project Number DW
	     

	Project Description:     

	I do hereby certify as to the following:

	1.                                                                                              has acquired all real property or real property rights that are, or will be, required for the construction (erection, extension, modification, addition), operation and maintenance of the Project described above.

2. All real property and real property rights required for the entire Project were acquired in accordance with the State and local requirements.



	Dated this
	                       
	Day of
	     , 200     
	
	

	        
	
	

	Authorized Representative
	
	Signature

	     

	Title


AUTHORIZED REPRESENTATIVE'S 

LIMITED SITE CERTIFICATION

(Land purchased with SRF assistance)

	Project Number DW
	     

	Project Description:     

	I do hereby certify as to the following:

	That the applicant is prohibited from acquiring real property (easements, rights-of-way) prior to receiving SRF assistance for construction of this project.  The following documents are submitted in support of this certification:

1. The appropriate designation (parcel number, reference code, etc.) for the property site.

2. Future actions required to obtain the property or property rights, and a schedule of these actions.

That all sites necessary for the project, but which are not being purchased with SRF assistance funds, have been acquired and that they were acquired in accordance with the Uniform Relocation Assistance and Real Property Acquisition Policies Act of 1970 and with Title 49 Part 24 of the Code of Federal Regulations.



	Dated this
	                       
	Day of
	     , 20     
	
	


	        
	
	

	Authorized Representative
	
	Signature

	     

	Title


