
ITEM 6: 
Consider whether an approximately 1.61-acre, 20-foot wide, private underground wastewater 
force main within Rainbow Springs State Park and the Marjorie Harris Carr Cross Florida 
Greenway State Recreation and Conservation Area, is consistent with the Board of Trustees’ 
Linear Facilities Policy. 
LOCATION: 
Marion County 
Section 30 / Township 16S / Range 19E 
APPLICANT: 
Florida Government Utility Authority 
DSL STAFF REMARKS: 
This request is a component of the Applicant’s project that is intended to remove a failing 
package plant and reroute wastewater from the to-be-abandoned package plant to the local City 
of Dunnellon wastewater treatment facility. The Applicant is requesting the easement to 
construct, operate and maintain an underground wastewater force main. The new force main, 
installed by open cut trench, will tie into the existing force main near the Rio Vista master lift 
station and extend eastward then southward and tie into the new force main on CR 484. 
The Rainbow Springs State Park and the Marjorie Harris Carr Cross Florida Greenway State 
Recreation and Conservation Area (Parks) are managed by the Division of Recreation and Parks 
(DRP) under Lease numbers 3900 and 4013 respectively, and were acquired by the BOT in 1992 
by final judgment and is designated for conservation and recreation purposes. DRP provided a 
letter of no objection on June 14, 2022. 
The Division of Historical Resources reviewed the project and requested the easement include a 
special condition requiring the Applicant to have a professional cultural resources assessment 
survey conducted on the requested easement area and obtain a 1A-32 permit prior to 
construction. 
Avoidance: 
Alternate locations for the requested easement were explored by the Applicant who determined 
there were no other alternative routes available.   
Minimizing Impacts: 
Impacts to the Parks are minimal. This project is intended to improve water quality in the 
Rainbow Springs first magnitude springs recharge basin, as well as its surface waters and 
improving the water quality in the aquifer, Rainbow River and Lake Rousseau by reducing 
nutrient loading by taking the off-line, defunct package plant and sending wastewater to a 
municipal wastewater treatment facility. There are no imperiled or listed species within the 
requested easement area. 
Compensation: 
An easement fee will be paid by the Applicant based on the appraised market value and to 
satisfy the additional compensation per the BOT’s linear facilities policy, the Applicant will 
provide wastewater connections to a central sewer system for the benefit of the Rainbow Springs 
State Park campground.
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DSL STAFF RECOMMENDATION:
Approve the easement. 
ARC RECOMMENDATION: 
(   ) APPROVE  
(   ) APPROVE WITH MODIFICATIONS: ________________ 
(   ) DEFER 
(   ) WITHDRAW 
(   ) NOT APPROVE 
(   ) OTHER________________________________________________________________ 
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EXHIBIT “B” 
Special Conditions for Marjorie Harris Carr Cross Florida Greenways State 

Recreation and Conservation Area and Rainbow Springs State Park 
 

A. GRANTEE shall notify and coordinate with the Managing Agency’s (DRP) park 
managers (Manager or Managers) of the Rainbow Springs State Park and the Marjorie 
Harris Carr Cross Florida Greenways State Recreation and Conservation Area (Park or 
Parks) (2) two weeks in advance prior to entry for construction.  The Manager of 
Rainbow Springs State Park can be reached by calling phone number (352) 427-7374 
and the Manager for the Marjorie Harris Carr Cross Florida Greenways State Recreation 
and Conservation Area can be reached by calling phone number (352) 236-7143.  
B. Each Manager reserves the right to hold an onsite pre-construction meeting prior 
to GRANTEE entering the Park. Further, each Manager may require periodic onsite 
meetings thereafter during construction. 
C. GRANTEE shall access each Park at the access points designated by the 
Managers. 
D. GRANTEE shall post signs notifying Park visitors of construction activities. 
E. GRANTEE shall contact the State of Florida Department of State, Division of 
Historical Resources (DHR) to determine if a certified archaeological monitor is required 
to be on-site for all ground-disturbing activities. Further, the GRANTEE shall provide 
written confirmation to each Manager that the determination from DHR has been 
obtained. Should an on-site monitor be required, GRANTEE shall provide one at its sole 
cost and expense. DHR may be contacted directly at (850) 245-6333. Additionally, if any 
artifacts, human remains, or historic materials are discovered during the work process, 
all work must cease, and each Manager must be notified immediately. 
F. GRANTEE shall ensure that all stationary and mechanized equipment entering 
either Park is clean and does not contain any soil, plant, or animal remains in an effort 
to help prevent the spread of exotic or invasive species. Each Manager may be 
responsible for inspecting all equipment prior to entry and deny access for equipment 
that has not been sufficiently cleaned. For complete decontamination guidelines visit: 
https://www.floridainvasives.org/resources.cfm   
G. GRANTEE at its sole cost and expense, shall repair all damages to the Parks that 
is a direct result of its project activities. This may include, but not be limited to, natural 
vegetation (trees, grasses, groundcover vegetation). 
H. GRANTEE shall not negatively impact any state or federally listed plant or animal 
species. In order to protect the endangered gopher tortoise and other  
species, GRANTEE shall obtain the necessary permits from the Florida Fish and Wildlife 
Commission before the survey work can begin. Any individual gopher  
tortoise or any other wildlife (including all types of snakes) encountered during the 
survey work, must not be killed, removed, or otherwise intentionally  
harassed. Additionally, any gopher tortoise found injured, harmed, disoriented, or out of 
its burrow should be avoided and its location reported immediately to the Park Manager. 
I. GRANTEE shall not begin construction until final construction plans have been 
approved in writing by DRP. 
J. Should water connectivity become available in the future, GRANTEE shall seek 
approval of the Manager before construction of water connections in the easement area 
takes place. 
K. GRANTEE shall fulfill Net Positive Benefit within one year after this easement is 
issued. 
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EXHIBIT “C” 
 

Net Positive Benefit Rainbow Springs State Park Campgrounds 
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If you have any questions, please contact Jennifer Tobias, Historic Sites Specialist, by email at 
Jennifer.Tobias@dos.myflorida.com. 

Sincerely, 

Timothy A. Parsons, Ph.D. 
Director, Division of Historical Resources and 
State Historic Preservation Officer 
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-----

Ron DesantisFLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF Governor 

Jeanette NunezEnvironmental Protection 
Lt. Governor 

Marjory Stoneman Douglas Building Shawn Hamilton 
3900 Commonwealth Boulevard Secretary 

Tallahassee, FL 32399 

Acquisition and Restoration Council (ARC) Questionnaire 

Complete the following and return to Angel Granger, Land Administration Manager, Office of 
Park Planning, Division of Recreation and Parks at Anqel.Granqer@FloridaDep.gov 
You may attach additional sheets if needed. 

Date 05/17/2022 

Name of Park/Trail Marjorie H. Carr Cross Florida Greenway 

Lease Number 4013 

Project Name FGUA Wastewater Forcemain and Watermain Easement 

1. Description of when and under what program or fund the parcel under 
consideration was acquired (EEL, LATF, CARL, P-2000, Florida Forever, etc.) or donated. 

Property was transferred back to the state after de-authorization of the former Cross 
Florida Barge Canal Project in 1992. 

2. Description of the purpose for the parcel's acquisition (P-2000 or Florida Forever goals 
and criteria or similar purpose descriptions) or donation and any restrictions or 
conditions of use that apply to the parcel, if any. 
Property was transferred back to the state for establishment and management as a mega linear recreational and 
conservation corridor. Property is subject to federal government oversight via the USACOE in Section 16 460 TT 
Federal Code. 

3. Description of the current level of public recreational use or public access of the parcel. 

The portion of the property intended for the requested project easement is not 
used by the public. It is a vegetated ruderal wetlands area between two fences. 

4. Description of the natural resources, land cover, vegetation, habitat, or natural 
community, if any, that are currently present on the parcel. 

Natural resources in the area are comprised of river floodplain species such as 
bald cypress, red maple, and mixed herbaceous ground cover. 

ARC Questionnaire REV. April 2022 
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5. Description and list of the imperiled and other wildlife species, if any, that occur on or 
use the parcel. 

No imperiled or listed species are present based upon a site visit and location of 
property between two linear fences, a paved parking area on one side, and a 
paved roadway bisection in the area surrounded by residential development. 

6. Description and list of historical or archaeological resources, if any, that occur or have 
the potential of occurring on the site. 

Property being located in a wetland surrounded by residential development has 
limited archaeological resource potential. No known listed sites are located in 
this area. The Division of Historical Resources has requested the applicant 
have a professional cultural resources assessment survey conducted. 

7. Formal alternative siting analysis that includes a description and assessment of other 
potential alternative sites and why they are not feasible or practicable alternatives. 

Based upon meeting with FGUA staff and their consultants, the high-density 
residential areas surrounding this site have limited their options other than to this 
proposed property. 

8. Assessment of the impacts the proposed alternative use will have on the 
natural/historical/archaeological/recreational resources, if any, as well as on the current 
public use and purpose for the site or parcel. 

Placement of the new pipe to reroute wastewater for treatment at the City of 
Dunnellon wastewater treatment facility and is for public use and purpose for the 
site or parcel. 

9. Assessment of the potential impacts on the larger area of conservation lands the parcel 
is located within (park, wildlife management area, forest trail, etc.) and on any 
surrounding conservation lands, if any. 

Potential impacts on the overall Cross Florida Greenway are very minimal due 
to directional boring, open trench cut and placement of the pipe. Overall 
benefits include: Reducing nutrient loading via taking off line the now defunct 
package plant and sending to a municipal wastewater treatment facility. 
Improved water quality in the Rainbow River and Lake Rousseau. 

ARC Questionnaire REV. April 2022 
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10. Assessment of how the proposed package of consideration and net positive benefit for 

the requested alternative use of the parcel, such as the generally standard requirement 

for replacement land (depending on the parcel's size), will offset the impacts and 

benefit the larger area of conservation lands (park, forest, wildlife management area, 

trail system, etc.) the parcel is within and particularly how it will offset the impacts or 

benefit the natural/historical/archaeological resources, habitat, and public recreational 

uses of the public conservation area the parcel is located within. 

Review and subsequent approval of this project is intended to improve water quality 
in the Rainbow Springs first magnitude springs recharge basin , as well as its 
surface waters. This project is intended to remove a failing package plant and 
reroute the wastewater from the to-be-abandoned package plant to the local City of 
Dunnellon wastewater treatment facility. This will provide significant long-term 
benefits to water quality in the OFW Rainbow River and Springs systems, as well as 
Lake Rousseau, downstream from the Rainbow River. 

Name and Title of Person Completing Form_M_ic_k_ey_T_h_o_m_a_so_n________ Park Manager 

Email Address Mickey.Thomason@FloridaDep.gov 

Telephone Number_(3_5_2_)_23_6_-7_1_43_________________ 

State ofFlorida Department ofEnvironmental Protection 

ARC Questionnaire REV. April 2022 
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