
ITEM 17: 
Vote on whether to amend the Florida Springs Coastal Greenway Florida Forever Project 
Boundary to add one parcel totaling approximately 149.0 acres in Citrus County with a tax 
assessed market value of $863,960. 
LOCATION:  
Citrus County 
DSL STAFF REMARKS: 
The Nature Coast Addition amendment proposed by the Nature Coast Development, LLC, adds 
one parcel in Citrus County totaling approximately 149.0 acres to the Florida Springs Coastal 
Greenway Florida Forever project. A 2.75 ac inholding near the center of the proposed addition 
is excluded; the county property appraiser records indicate this property as Red Level Cemetery. 
The property owned by the Nature Coast Development, LLC., has a tax assessed value of 
$863,960. 
The parcel is within the Florida Springs Coastal Greenway and is proposed for fee simple 
acquisition. The landowner has been contacted and is a willing seller. The Florida Division of 
Recreation and Parks has confirmed the parcel would be managed as part of the Crystal River 
Preserve State Park. The Florida Springs Coastal Greenway Florida Forever site is a major link 
in efforts to preserve the northern peninsular Gulf Coast. It includes the 27,597 acres contained 
in Crystal River Preserve State Park, which is a true mosaic of scrub, pinewoods, hardwood 
forests, salt marshes and mangrove islands. The property would provide additional protection to 
the conservation area and allow expanded recreational opportunities, and wildlife viewing. 
The proposal meets the criteria to be submitted as a boundary amendment. The parcel totals less 
than 1,000 acres has a tax assessed value of less than $2 million and is less than 10% of the size 
of the overall project to which it is being added. The proposal area should be designated as 
essential. 
Project History:  
On November 19, 1994, the Land Acquisition Advisory Council (LAAC) combined three CARL 
projects (Crystal River, St. Martins, and Homosassa Reserve) and renamed the project Florida 
Springs Coastal Greenway in Citrus County. The ragged coastline of Citrus County, with its salt 
marshes, clear spring runs, hammocks, and flatwoods, has been affected by the encroaching 
development in this part of the state. The Florida Springs Coastal Greenway project will 
conserve the natural landscape of this coast, protecting the water quality of the spring runs and 
estuaries where endangered manatees congregate, preserving natural lands that link with 
conservation lands to the south, and providing scenic areas where the public can enjoy fishing, 
and hiking.  
On December 9, 2011, ARC placed this project in the Climate Change Lands category of Florida 
Forever projects. The tax assessed value for the remaining acres to be acquired in this project per 
property appraiser information (2018) is $54,209,952. 
FNAI Review:  
According to the Florida Natural Areas Inventory (FNAI), nearly the entire proposal contributes 
to Ecological Greenways, Natural Floodplain Function, and Surface Water Protection. The 
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proposal also provides substantial contributions to Aquifer Recharge. 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 
Vote on the proposed boundary amendment. 
ARC RECOMMENDATION: 
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Florida Springs Coastal Greenway: Nature 
Coast Addition 
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Crystal River Preserve State Park  
Nature Coast Development, LLC – potential acquisition 
June 1, 2020 
 

Division of Recreation and Parks - Management Prospectus 
 

The potential acquisition parcel (parcel 16E17S36-12000) contains approximately 149 acres 
and is located immediately adjacent to the northeast boundary of Crystal River Preserve State 
Park (Preserve) in Citrus County, Florida. The parcel is identified in the Approved 2018 Unit 
Management Plan as included in the Preserve’s Optimum Boundary and should be a high 
priority acquisition. 
 
The parcel is located nearly five miles north of Crystal River, 0.3 miles west of U.S. Highway 98, 
and south of Powerline Road. It contains nearly 23 acres of wetlands that are crucial for wetland 
protection and also provide habitat for state and federally listed species. Gopher tortoises 
(Gopherus polyphemus) have been documented on the property as well as a number of other 
imperiled species. The legal boundary of the Nature Coast property also bisects the old mine 
lake at the corner of the Preserve’s property, greatly hampering perimeter (boundary 
road/fence) management.  
  
The parcel was permitted in June 2010 for a limestone mining operation known as the Nature 
Coast Mine. A large mining operation immediately adjacent to the preserve could negatively 
disrupt the natural sheetflow process of surface and groundwater discharge to numerous 
freshwater wetland communities, especially hydric hammocks, on the preserve. Central to the 
parcel in question is also an unnamed blackwater stream that intermittently provides freshwater 
discharge to the preserve’s wetland communities. Disruption of the natural sheet flow process 
that normally would occur in the hydric hammock and other freshwater wetlands of the preserve 
may have significant impacts on the adjacent estuarine communities as well as the ecological 
health of “Springs Coast” region. This region is significant for its designation as an Outstanding 
Florida Water for all waterbodies adjacent to the Crystal River Preserve and St. Martins Marsh 
Aquatic Preserve.  
  
Additionally, the parcel surrounds a private 2.75-acre historic cemetery (Red Level Cemetery) 
containing approximately 300 grave sites dating back as far as 1863. This site serves a number 
of local families and is still actively used for funeral ceremonies (Jack Dumas, pers. Comm.) 
with room for 200 more burials.  
  
Acquisition of the parcel would have multiple benefits to the Crystal River Preserve State Park 
and the Springs Coast Region such as protection of natural sheetflow processes of numerous 
wetlands, increased habitat connectivity for wildlife in the Springs Coast region, potential 
benefits for the preserve’s conceptual development concept, protection of sensitive cultural 
resources, and increased access for staff to conduct resource management activities.  
 
The Division of Recreation and Parks supports the acquisition of the parcel and would accept 
management of the parcel as an addition to Crystal River Preserve State Park if acquired by the 
Board of Trustees of the Internal Improvement Trust Fund of the State of Florida. 
  
 

 
 

Item 17: Florida Springs Coastal Greenway BA - Nature Coast

June 2020 ARC Meeting Page 7 of 8



C.2  Tax Parcel on Aerial Photograph

Aerial Photograph
Nature Coast Addition
Citrus County, Florida
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