
ITEM 19: 
Consider whether an approximately 2.45-acre road right-of-way easement within Eden Gardens 
State Park is consistent with the Board of Trustees’ Linear Facilities Policy. 
LOCATION: 
Walton County - Section 25, Township 2 South, Range 19 West 
Project Parcel ID Number 35-2S-19-24000-016-0000 
APPLICANT: 
Walton County (County) 
DSL STAFF REMARKS: 
The County has requested an 80-foot right-of-way easement to relocate part of the existing East 
Point Washington Road that traverses Eden Gardens State Park (Park), currently managed by the 
Division of Recreation and Parks (DRP) under lease number 2515. This parcel was purchased 
with CARL funds.  
DRP expressed support for the project in a letter to the Division of State Lands (DSL).  
The Division of Historical Resources (DHR) required a cultural resource assessment survey 
(CRAS) be performed. The survey was performed in October 2019, and it was determined the 
proposed project would have no effect on cultural resources listed or eligible for listing in 
National Register of Historic Places (NRHP), or otherwise of historical, architectural, or 
archaeological significance. Based on the information provided DHR concurred with the results 
of this survey and stated that the proposed easement is unlikely to affect historic properties, in a 
letter dated January 30, 2020. 
Avoidance: 
Three alignment options have been presented to DRP and this alignment is the best alignment for 
the park and the public. There are no other practical alternatives. The proposed route is the most 
linear or shortest distance to connect existing public roads.  
Minimizing Impacts: 
Eliminating habitat fragmentation is critical to preserving the integrity of conservation lands. Re-
alignment of East Point Washington Road will allow for the current stretch of roadway to be 
filled to adjacent grade and re-vegetated, thus eliminating habitat fragmentation within the entire 
western portion of the park. The new road corridor will require approximately 40 feet of natural 
area along the entire western edge of the subject parcel, however, the benefits of restoring the old 
roadway would result in a net positive gain for the collective natural resources of the Park. 
Compensation: 
No fee for public easements. The Applicant will provide DRP additional compensation in the 
amount of 1.5 times the market value to offset the cost of impacts to state conservation land. The 
applicant will satisfy the additional compensation prior to final execution of the easement by the 
Board of Trustees. 
DSL STAFF RECOMMENDATION:  
Approve 
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ARC RECOMMENDATION: 
(   ) APPROVE 
(   ) APPROVE WITH MODIFICATIONS: ____________________________________ 
(   ) DEFER 
(   ) WITHDRAW 
(   ) NOT APPROVE 
(   ) OTHER:___________________________________________________________ 
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