Item 20: Duke Energy Easement Paynes Prairie SP

ITEM 20:

Consider whether an approximately 3.62-acre private easement within Paynes Prairie Preserve
State Park is consistent with the Board of Trustees’ Linear Facilities Policy.

LOCATION:

Alachua County - Section(s) 22 and 23, Township 11 South, Range 20 East

Project Parcel ID Number(s) 16479-000-000, 16478-000-000, 16378-000-000 &16289-000-000
APPLICANT:

Duke Energy Florida, LLC d/b/a Duke Energy (Applicant)

DSL STAFF REMARKS:

The applicant has an existing 11-mile long primary distribution feeder line (PDFL) within the
western ROW of US 441. This line is experiencing excessive outages due to the proximity of
trees and vegetation. The Applicant is requesting a 15-foot buffer to cut back trees and
vegetation to reduce the risk of outages. The area abuts the western boundary of Paynes Prairie
Preserve State Park along US 441. The conservation land is currently managed by the Division
of Recreation and Parks under lease 2515. The parcels under consideration were purchased on
July 16, 1971 and June 5, 1973 under the LATF/EEL acquisition program.

DRP expressed support for the project in a letter dated January 3, 2019.

The Division of Historical Resources (DHR) required a cultural resource assessment survey
(CRAS) be performed. The survey, performed by SouthArc, Inc., concluded that the project will
have no adverse effect on site 8AL31. Based on the information provided, in a letter dated
February 20, 2020, (DHR) concurred with the presented survey results and determined that the
proposed project will likely have no effect on historic properties listed, or eligible for listing, on
the (NRHP), or otherwise of historical, architectural, or archaeological value.

Avoidance:

Since the purpose of the easement is to provide adequate space for trimming trees along an
existing powerline, there is no feasible alternative site for the easement. Trees overhanging the
section of powerline that runs along US 441 from Micanopy to the south rim of the prairie have
been responsible for many electrical outages in the area in recent years. The current easement
area is not adequate to mitigate excessive outages as the poles are set very near to the edge of
right-of-way, per FDOT requirement.

Minimizing Impacts:

No negative impacts are expected. The additional tree-trimming will likely benefit the park’s
prescribed burn program by improving the firebreak along that portion of the park boundary.
Compensation:

An easement fee will be paid by the Applicant based on the appraised value. Pursuant to F.S.
253.02(4), replacement lands shall be sought by the Applicant at 1.5 times the appraised value of
the easement area. If replacement lands are not available or are un-obtainable, the Applicant will
pay to DRP, an amount equaling two times the appraised value of the Easement area. The
applicant will satisfy the additional compensation prior to final execution of the easement by the
Board of Trustees.
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