
ITEM 23: 
Consider whether an approximately 3.019-acre private access easement within Fisheating Creek 
Wildlife Management Area is consistent with the Board of Trustees’ Linear Facilities Policy. 
LOCATION: 
Glades County, Section – 2, Township – 41S, Range – 30E 
Applicant’s Parcel ID Number: A02-41-30-A01-0070-0000 
APPLICANT: 
Thomas Gaskins, Jr.  (Applicant) 
DSL STAFF REMARKS: 
The Applicant has requested a 25-foot-wide ingress/egress easement off of Main Avenue in 
Palmdale, Florida to access his land locked parcel for as long as it is used solely for the benefit of 
the Applicant, his successors and assigns for recreational use, a single family residence or 
agricultural purposes. The proposed easement is located within conservation land currently 
managed by the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWC) as Fisheating Creek 
Wildlife Management Area (FCWMA) under Uplands Lease No. 4257. Title was acquired by the 
BOT in 1999 using CARL Funds. The u-turn placement of the access area facilitates access to 
narrower banked area of the flood prone ditch where a bridge will be built and maintained by the 
applicant, FWC will be allowed to use the bridge.  The banks to the north are farther apart which 
would result in additional construction costs making it impractical to build a bridge at that 
location.   
FWC consented to the easement in a letter dated July 23, 2019, and, in a letter, dated February 
24, 2020, the Division of Historical Resources stated that the proposed undertaking is unlikely to 
affect historic properties. 
Avoidance: 
There are no other practical alternatives to access the Applicants landlocked parcel.  
Minimizing Impacts: 
The proposed easement area follows an existing dirt road and is not anticipated to have any 
additional impacts to the FCWMA. At his sole expense the Applicant shall be responsible for 
repairing any damages caused by use of the easement area by him or his invitees’. The applicant 
will make contingency plans, per DHR requirements, in the case of fortuitous finds or 
unexpected discoveries during ground disturbing activities within the easement area. There are 
no known imperiled or other wildlife species that occupy the requested area.  
Compensation: 
The easement fee will be based on market value and per the BOT’s linear facilities policy, 
additional compensation, in the form of replacement land or goods and services, will be provided 
to FWC at 1.5 times the appraised value of the easement. 

DSL STAFF RECOMMENDATION:  
Approve 
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ARC RECOMMENDATION: 
(   ) APPROVE 
(   ) APPROVE WITH MODIFICATIONS: ____________________________________ 
(   ) DEFER 
(   ) WITHDRAW 
(   ) NOT APPROVE 
(   ) OTHER:___________________________________________________________
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FDO
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