
ITEM 21: 
Consider an update to the Bahia Honda State Park Management Plan (Lease No. 3609). 
LOCATION: 
Monroe County 
APPLICANT: 
Florida Park Service 
STAFF REMARKS: 
Background 
Bahia Honda State Park (BHSP) is located in Monroe County in between Marathon and Big Pine 
Key. Access to the park is from U.S. Highway 1, also known as the Overseas Highway, at Mile 
Marker 36. Bahia Honda State Park was acquired on September 21, 1961 through a donation by 
Monroe County and later additions through the Save Our Coasts and Land Acquisition Trust 
Fund programs. Currently, the park comprises 491.25 acres. The Board of Trustees of the 
Internal Improvement Trust Fund (Trustees) hold fee simple title to the park, and on January 23, 
1968, the Trustees leased (Lease No. 2324) the property to the Division of Recreation and Parks 
(DRP) under a 99-year lease. In 1988, the Trustees assigned a new lease number, Lease No. 
3609, to BHSP without making any changes to the terms and conditions of Lease No. 2324. The 
current lease will expire on January 22, 2067. 
The purpose of BHSP is to protect and preserve Bahia Honda Key which includes rare natural 
communities and one of the most recognizable segments of the Old Keys Bridges. 
Management Plan Overview 
The Florida Natural Areas Inventory has identified seven distinct natural community types at 
BHSP. They also identified two altered landcover types. The predominant natural communities 
are maritime tidal swamp and marine substrate. Sixteen species of imperiled plants and twenty-
eight species of imperiled animals have been identified at BHSP. 
The Division of Historical Resources maintains a Master Site File that documents many of 
Florida’s archaeological and historical features. A review of information obtained from the 
Florida Master Site File disclosed one archeological and one historic bridge within the park. 
The primary recreational uses at the park include the use of the beaches on both the Gulf of 
Mexico and the Atlantic Ocean and camping. Fishing throughout the near-shore waters around 
the park is also a popular activity. Kayak rentals are available at the Ranger Station. 
Opportunities for recreation at the park include swimming, snorkeling, wildlife viewing, fishing, 
paddling, hiking, and picnicking. The nature trails at the park provide exceptional wildlife 
viewing opportunities and the park’s status as part of the Great Florida Birding and Wildlife 
Trail attracts many visitors. The Florida Keys Overseas Heritage Trail passes through the park 
alongside U.S. Highway 1 and will continue to bring visitors to the park by bicycle as it is 
improved and connected to surrounding communities. The park concessionaire provides 
equipment rental and boat tours to Looe Key. 
The Florida Legislature requires that all land management plans include long and short-term 
(ST) goals. These goals must be measurable objectives, and ST goals must be achievable within 
a two-year planning period.  Pursuant to changes to Section 253.034, F.S., the Division of State 
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Lands tracks the status of ST goals in each land management plan approved since July 1, 2016. 
The ST goals from this management plan are included as part of this item. 
While the ten-year management plan serves as the basic statement of policy and future direction 
for each park, several annual work plans provide more specific guidance for DRP staff to 
accomplish many of the resource management goals and objectives of the park. Where such 
detailed planning is appropriate to the character and scale of the park’s natural resources, annual 
work plans are developed for prescribed fire management, exotic plant management and 
imperiled species management. Annual or longer-term work plans are developed for natural 
community restoration and hydrological restoration. 
Public Involvement 
DRP solicited public input by conducting a public workshop and advisory group meeting on June 
9th and 10th, 2016. The purpose of the workshop was to present the management plan to the 
public. The purpose of the advisory group meeting was to provide the members the opportunity 
to review and discuss the management plan. 
Suggestions received from the Advisory Group meeting resulted in the following modifications 
to the draft management plan: 

• DRP staff will act to reduce the impacts of light pollution on park facilities.
• In order to appropriately manage the park’s natural communities, efforts to remove exotic

plants, including the coconut palm, will continue in the protected areas of the parks away
from heavy visitor use. Coconut palm trees in heavy use areas such as beaches or picnic
areas may be kept unless the tree poses a risk to visitor safety or is diseased.

• Language will be incorporated to highlight the issue of Island Biogeography and its role
in natural resource management in state parks.

Additional revisions were made throughout the document to address editorial corrections, 
consistency of spelling and notations, and other minor corrections. 
Surplus Lands 
The evaluation by the DRP determined that no portion of the BHSP is recommended for a 
potential surplus designation. 
State Land Management Review Team 
This property has not been subject to a recent review by an interagency land management review 
team. 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 
Approve the management plan. 
ARC RECOMMENDATION:  
(   ) APPROVE 
(   ) APPROVE WITH MODIFICATIONS:  ____________________________________ 
(   ) DEFER 
(   ) WITHDRAW 
(   ) NOT APPROVE 
(   ) OTHER:   __________________________________________________________ 
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Bahia Honda State Park 
Land Management Plan Short Term Goals 

Goal 
(ST) 

Details of Goal Objective Details of Objective Action Details of Action Measures 

II Protect water quality and 
quantity in the park, 
restore hydrology to the 
extent feasible, and 
maintain the restored 
condition. 

B Restore natural hydrological 
conditions and function to 
approximately eight acres of 
seagrass, mangrove swamp, 
and salt marsh natural 
communities 

2 Install four culverts to 
restore 
salt marsh and mangrove 
swamp 

Number of acres 
restored. 

VII Provide public access and 
recreational opportunities 
in the park. 

B Expand the park's 
recreational carrying 
capacity by 40 users per day. 

n/a n/a Number of visitors 
per day. 

VII Provide public access and 
recreational opportunities 
in the park. 

D Develop two new interpretive 
programs 

n/a n/a Number of 
interpretive 
programs. 

Source: Florida DEP, Office of Environmental Services, Revised Sept_2019_MWE. 
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