FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF
Environmental Protection

Southeast District Office
3301 Gun Club Road, MSC 7210-1
West Palm Beach, FL 33406
561-681-6600

August 9, 2021

STATE 404 PROGRAM
PUBLIC NOTICE

Permit Application No. 13-372409-005-SFI

Ron DeSantis
Governor

Jeanette Nuiez
Lt. Governor

Shawn Hamilton
Interim Secretary

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN: The Department of Environmental Protection has received an
application for a State 404 Program permit pursuant to 62-331, Florida Administrative Code, as

described below:

APPLICANT: Miami-Dade Water and Sewer Department
c/o Marisela Aranguiz
3071 SW 38" Ave.
Miami, FL 33146

LOCATION: 2575 NE 151% Street, North Miami Beach

APPROXIMATE CENTRAL COORDINATES:
Latitude N 25° 54’ 59.86”, Longitude W -80° 9’ 11.27”

PROJECT PURPOSE: Installation of high-level disinfection (HLD) facilities, an injection well pump
station for effluent disposal, and associated electrical distribution building at the MDWASD NDWWTP

to meet Ocean Outfall Legislation requirements.

PROPOSED WORK: The applicant seeks authorization to clear and fill 17.2 acres of saltwater wetlands.

EXISTING CONDITIONS: The site contains wetlands classified as FNAI G5/S4, Mangrove Swamp

Wetlands which are currently degraded by inundation and interrupted by tidal flow.

AVOIDANCE AND MINIMIZATION INFORMATION: The applicant proposes to preserve an area of

higher quality wetlands at the east side of the parcel measuring approximately 2.2 acres.

COMPENSATORY MITIGATION: The applicant has proposed to preserve and protect approximately
2.2 acres of mangrove swamp wetlands onsite and provide 6.37 saltwater mitigation credits from the
Florida Power and Light Everglades Mitigation Bank (FPL EMB). The number of mitigation credits was
determined using the Wetland Assessment Technique for Environmental Review (W.A.T.E.R.)

assessment.



CULTURAL RESOURCES:

The Department has requested review from the State Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO) and those
federally recognized Tribes with concerns in Florida and the permit area. No comments have been
received.

FEDERALLY AND STATE-LISTED SPECIES: The Department has requested review from the
Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWC) and the US Fish and Wildlife Service
(USFWS), and the following comments were received. Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation
Commission (FWC) staff determined the proposed project will have no effect on Everglade snail kite
and may affect but is not likely to adversely affect the American crocodile, eastern indigo snake,
wood stork, and Florida bonneted bat.

OTHER INFORMATION:

COMMENTS regarding the potential authorization of the work proposed should be submitted in writing
to Kaitlyn Mallett at 3301 Gun Club Road, MSC 7210-1, West Palm Beach FL 33406, or by electronic
mail at Kaitlyn.Mallett@FloridaDEP.gov, within 30 days from the date of this notice. Written comments
will be made part of the record and should reference the above permit application number. Objections
must be factual, specific, and fully describe the reasons upon which any objection is founded. Any
comments received will be considered by the Department to determine whether to issue, modify,
condition, or deny a permit for this proposal. Unless a written request is filed with the Department
within the 30-day public comment period, the Department may decide on the application without a
public meeting.

EVALUATION: The determination as to whether a permit will be issued, or a public meeting held, will
be based on an evaluation of all relevant factors, including the public comments received and the effect
of the proposed work on the public interest, including, but not limited to, fish, wildlife, historical
resources, and pollution. The specific permit decision criteria can be found in Chapter 62-331, Florida
Administrative Code.

The Department is soliciting comments from the public; federal, state, and local agencies and officials;
Indian Tribes; and other interested parties in order to consider and evaluate the impacts of this proposed
activity. To make this consideration, comments are used to assess impacts to endangered species,
historic properties, water quality, general environmental effects, and other public interest factors.
Comments are also used to determine the need for a public meeting and to determine the overall public
interest of the proposed activity.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION regarding this application, contact the project manager, Kaitlyn
Mallett, in writing at 3301 Gun Club Road, MSC 7210-1, West Palm Beach FL 33406; by electronic
mail at Kaitlyn.Mallett@FloridaDEP.gov ;or by telephone at 561-681-6658. Please include the permit
application number referenced at the top of this page in any correspondence.

REQUEST FOR PUBLIC MEETING: Any person may request a public meeting. The request must be
submitted to Kaitlyn Mallett within the designated comment period of the notice and must state the
specific reasons for requesting the public meeting.

File Name: MDWASD -North District WWTP upgrades
FDEP File No.: 13-0372409-005-SFI
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