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10-year greenway management plan up for discussion 

 

Significant portions of the Marjorie Harris Carr Cross Florida Greenway run 
through Marion County. [Bruce Ackerman/Staff photographer/File] 
By Andy Fillmore / Correspondent 
 
Thursday 
Posted Nov 16, 2017 at 2:45 PM Updated Nov 16, 2017 at 6:07 PM 
 
A meeting Wednesday drew about 90 people to Ocala. Citizens can express 
opinions through Nov. 30 by phone or via email. 

OCALA—A 10-year management plan for the Marjorie Harris Carr Cross Florida Greenway 

State Recreation and Conservation Area was the topic of discussion during a public meeting 

Wednesday night, hosted by the Florida Department of Environmental Protection, Division 

of Recreation and Parks. 

Many of the comments centered on the use of the 320 miles of trails within the greenway, 

which runs across 110 miles of northern Florida through Marion, Levy, Citrus and Putnam 

counties, from the Gulf of Mexico to the St. Johns River, tracing mostly the path of the 

former Florida Barge Canal project abandoned in the 1970s. 

The greenway offers recreation for horse riders, hikers and fishermen, and includes 80 

miles of internationally acclaimed off-road bicycle trails around the Santos Trailhead area 

in Marion County. The greenway covers about 71,000 acres in total and more than 30,000 

acres in Marion County, with trails for “non-motorized” users, recreation and picnic areas. 

When the audience of about 90 people at the Southeastern Livestock Pavilion Auditorium 

was asked for a show of hands for horse riders, about 70 or more people raised their hands. 

The state-mandated management plan will set the greenway management focus through 

2027 and includes proposed projects such as: 

• Road paving at the Withlacoochee Bay Trail and Kenwood Boat Ramp 

• New bathhouse and improvements at the Santos Campground 

• Construct the Inglis Island to Mullet Point Trail Bridge 

• Construct a ranger station at Ross Prairie Campground 

• Projects adjacent to the greenway 

• Environmental and cultural concerns 

One focus of attention Wednesday night was a new 12-foot-wide paved trail, which is 

expected to open in the next month, that runs from Santos to State Road 200 and is part of 
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the Heart of Florida trail system that links together a large network of trails. The paved trail 

is a cooperative effort between the DEP, Florida Department of Transportation and Ocala-

Marion County Transportation Planning Organization. 

Diane Pahl, who rides Tennessee walker horses on the greenway, said she moved to Ocala 

from South Florida, where she had seen horse riding areas dwindle. She said it was too late 

to oppose the building of the trail but she is worried about bicycle riders using the same 

trails as horse riders. 

Greenway namesake Marjorie Harris Carr “led the fight to stop the Cross Florida Barge 

Canal,” according to the DEP. 

“A paved trail goes against everything Marjorie Carr fought for,” Pahl said. 

She also said she advocates proper signage and speed bumps to warn bike riders when 

approaching horse riders at places like tunnels. 

“I don’t mind sharing the trails, but it has to be safe,” Pahl said, adding that she is “hopeful” 

about a solution. 

Mickey Thomason, with the Florida Park Service, is the manager of the greenway. He 

described the paved trail as “multi-use” and said he wants to “work with the equestrian 

community” on that issue, which several in the audience said should include signage in 

addition to existing kiosks about sharing trails and possible speed bumps for bicycles 

approaching intersections with horse trails and tunnels. 

Thomason said he expects horse riders to remain active on the trails “in the horse capital of 

the world” and said education for trail users is important but it cannot control behavior. 

Thomason said he wants to work for all users and see them have “the same net amount” of 

trails and not appease any one segment of users. He also discussed budgetary restraints, 

indicating installing a well and running power to a remote area in one instance cost 

$35,000. 

One audience member suggested offering clinics on bike and horse interface etiquette. 

Michelle Shearer, secretary of the Greenway Equestrians, a volunteer group representing 

riders and organizing volunteers to work the trails, said signage and speed bumps are 

necessary for bicyclists traveling 30 to 40 mph interfacing with horse riders at 

intersections. Officials said the limit on some trails is 20 mph. 

Jessie Barnard, who works with the DEP at Shangri-La Campground on the greenway and is 

president of the Greenway Equestrians, said the group has a contract with the DEP to 

maintain 76 unpaved miles of trails on the greenway. 
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Barnard said horse riders and bicyclists must share narrow areas or tunnels at areas like 

the Florida Agricultural Center Horse Park, Southwest 49th Avenue, Country Road 484 and 

the Land Bridge, which crosses Interstate 75. 

Meeting attendee Helen Donnell called places where bikes and horses interface “choke 

points.” 

Todd Horvath, president of the 300-member Ocala Mountain Bike Association, said the trail 

use issue boils down to “education” and that users must “work together.” He said additional 

signage would be good if it informs riders about trail etiquette. 

“If a bike rider sees a horse rider, get off the bike, walk the bike and talk to the rider,” he 

said. “We’re all out to have fun.” 

He indicated OMBA volunteers maintain trails and the DEP local office stated the group also 

has a maintenance contract. 

Trail maintenance volunteers are always welcomed and did a big job in cleaning up in the 

greenway after Hurricane Irma. According to Bre Ximenes with the DEP, trail maintenance 

volunteers can use their hours for community service. 

Posters on display in the meeting room highlighted areas of concern for the projected 10-

year plan, including cultural resources like the historic canal bridge stanchions on U.S. 441 

South, exotic non-native and nuisance plant life, and prescribed burns. 

Laurie Dolan, Environmental Specialist II with the DEP, said, for example, that non-native 

feral hogs and their rooting was an issue in areas of the greenway west of State Road 200 

and that cogon grass and mimosa flowers were displacing native plant life in numerous 

areas. 

Additional areas of management concern included the Ocklawaha River, parts of the 

Withlacoochee River, Lake Rousseau and Inglis Island, and preservation of wet flat wood, 

mesic flat wood, sand hill and scrub areas. 

Citizens can submit comments until Nov. 30 by calling 850-245-3051 or via email to 

FLStateParkPlanning@dep.state.fl.us; put “Cross Florida Greenway” in the subject line. 

To learn more, visit www.floridastateparks.org/trail/Cross-Florida. 

http://www.ocala.com/news/20171116/10-year-greenway-management-plan-up-for-
discussion 

mailto:FLStateParkPlanning@dep.state.fl.us;
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__www.floridastateparks.org_trail_Cross-2DFlorida&d=DwMFAw&c=cUkzcZGZt-E3UgRE832-4A&r=fx0yL1eHi_8R-9PqWZhgy9h3A8ubPc_Mgy0xi3DNeYuJufEsUv8hVWi7pSFIqr70&m=BPuuclSheofnrMzz_srEhXx20ZGdXz61RWisCMwlx_g&s=yDSB5PnReUNw_6dxi8ROmT4QpRWf91Xr9kiqr-deSMM&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__www.ocala.com_news_20171116_10-2Dyear-2Dgreenway-2Dmanagement-2Dplan-2Dup-2Dfor-2Ddiscussion&d=DwMFAw&c=cUkzcZGZt-E3UgRE832-4A&r=fx0yL1eHi_8R-9PqWZhgy9h3A8ubPc_Mgy0xi3DNeYuJufEsUv8hVWi7pSFIqr70&m=BPuuclSheofnrMzz_srEhXx20ZGdXz61RWisCMwlx_g&s=HaD-N48jiK3s6lS4ggV2L7lUDpkZmMD5PxmdGhliJ4s&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__www.ocala.com_news_20171116_10-2Dyear-2Dgreenway-2Dmanagement-2Dplan-2Dup-2Dfor-2Ddiscussion&d=DwMFAw&c=cUkzcZGZt-E3UgRE832-4A&r=fx0yL1eHi_8R-9PqWZhgy9h3A8ubPc_Mgy0xi3DNeYuJufEsUv8hVWi7pSFIqr70&m=BPuuclSheofnrMzz_srEhXx20ZGdXz61RWisCMwlx_g&s=HaD-N48jiK3s6lS4ggV2L7lUDpkZmMD5PxmdGhliJ4s&e=
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Cross Florida Greenway   

Public Meetings (Palatka, Ocala, Inglis)   

Comment / Question Summary Matrix   

    

December 2017   

    

Comment 
No. 

Contact Information  
(if provided) Reference Comments / Questions 

PH-01 
 

Ocklawaha River Restore Ocklawaha River hydrology, obtain permits, no 
landowner docks. 

PH-02 
 

Nuisance Species; Parking 1) What will be done to control wild hog problem between the 
Pruitt and Ross Prairie trailheads? 
2) Question: Will a parking area be developed along 484 to 
access the paved multi-use path? 

PH-03 
 

Equestrian Trails; Plants Mow or remove poisonous plants (Yellow Crotalaria) along 
bridle paths/Land bridge Trails.  

PH-04 
 

Paved Trails Prohibit horses on paved trail. 

PH-05 
 

Paved Trails 1) Prohibit horses on paved trail. 
2) Growth plan looks good.  Make paved trail connection to 
the Withlacoochee Trail a priority. 

PH-06 
 

Equestrian/Paved Trails; 
Signage; Plants 

1) Better signage on equestrian trails. 
2) Poisonous plants along equestrian trails (signage at trail 
head, mow). 
3) Bathrooms, picnic tables, water for horses and horse 
washing capabilities at all trailheads. 
4) Horse crossing signs and speed bumps for bikers. 
5) Limerock stone is hard on horses' feet. 
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Comment 
No. 

Contact Information  
(if provided) Reference Comments / Questions 

PH-07   Equestrian/Paved Trails; 
Signage 

1) Horse crossing signs for bikers. 
2) Prohibit horses on paved trail. 
3) Question: How will the paved trail be cleaned of branches, 
debris, and horse droppings? 

PH-08 Joylen Carlson, 
copperhorsefarms.jc@gmail.com 

Equestrian/Paved Trails; 
Signage; Cameras 

1) Yield to horses signage on both sides of tunnels and land 
bridge.  
2) Have/continue cameras at land bridge.  
3) Suggested rough strips like at four way highways and 
painted lines on paved road at tunnels and land bridge to slow 
bike/equestrian users. 

PH-09 Linda Fedler, 245-3751 Facilities Lack of facilities (restrooms) planned for the new Santos Trail 
horse parking area. 

PH-10   Equestrian/Paved Trails; 
Signage; Facilities 

1) Signage on paved trail (yield/stop for horses, speed limit for 
bikers at tunnels and bridges, speed bumps before horse 
crossing). 
2) Clinics for equestrians and bikers on trail usage/safety. 
3) New equestrian trailhead at 95th and SE 25th Ave should 
have full bathrooms, showers, snack bar, water, electric, wash 
racks, and mounting blocks. 

PH-11   Equestrian/Paved Trails; 
Facilities 

1) Limerock, shell and pavement should not be designated as 
equestrian trails as they are harmful to horses' feet. Suggest 
equestrian trails run parallel to these paths. 
2) Concern over speed of other users (vehicles, ATVs, bicycles) 
as they spook horses. 
3) Concern over the seasonal users (snowbirds) not being 
advised/having input on CFG changes. 
4) Rangers are advising equestrians to 'sign-in'; however, there 
is no designated area at the Pruitt Trailhead. 
5) Provide trails with good footing surfaces for horses and 
keep the trails at Pruitt and Swiftmud. 
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Comment 
No. 

Contact Information  
(if provided) Reference Comments / Questions 

PH-12 Nancy Hooper, 
nanahoop@Hotmail.com, (352) 

464-7431 

New Bridge/Trail Would like a connector (bridge) between the Inglis Spillway 
Trail to the Inglis Trail to provide access to the Gulf of Mexico. 

PH-13   New Bridge/Trail Would like for the Withlacoochee and Dunnellon Trails to 
connect as well as the paving of the Dunnellon Trail eastward 
to Pruitt. 

PH-14 Konrad Hooper, 12101 W. 
Riverwood Dr., Crystal River, FL 

34428 

New Bridge/Trail Would like a bridge to connect the bike trail from Fleburn Park 
to Inglis Island. Connect the Spillway Trail to the Gulf of 
Mexico. 

PH-15 Doug Hay, 10068 SW 182nd 
Circle, Dunnellon, FL 34422, 
haydoug_linda@yahoo.com 

New Bridge/Trail 1) Dunnellon to Pruitt Trailhead Multi-Use Trail Corridor to link 
the Pruitt Trailhead to the ballfields in Dunnellon. 
2) Dunnellon to Inglis Lock Multi-Use Trail Corridor along the 
north shore of Lake Rousseau, to fill the other gap in the CFG 
trail system. 
3) CFG to Nature Coast Multi-Use Connector Trail Corridor. 
Believe a 42-mile trail from Dunnellon to Chiefland through 
the Goethe State Forest would be an asset to the area. 

PH-16 Ruth McFarland, 
nightowl03@gmail.com  

Paved Trails As a runner who used the 49th Avenue Trailhead prior to 
paving, Ms. McFarland is unhappy with the paving of 
trails/construction. Paved trails are damaging for runners and 
ruins the natural state of the trails. 

PH-17 Nan, nanpatrice@aol.com Paved Trails Starting using the Greenway systems for bicycling since paving. 
Hopes decisions made involving the Greenways are best for all 
and do not revolve solely around one group (equestrians). 
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Comment 
No. 

Contact Information  
(if provided) Reference Comments / Questions 

PH-18 Larry Simons, 
larrys987@gmail.com 

Signage Place warning signage for riders where the new asphalt trail 
goes through the tunnel under CR 475. There is a sharp 90-
degree turn that creates a blind spot for cyclists, especially 
going eastward. 

PH-19 Dale Hemmelgarn, 
dalehemmelgarn@gmail.com 

Controlled Burns; Speed; 
Signage; Maps 

1) Many areas could benefit from a faster schedule of 
controlled burns. 
2) 95th St and 24th Ave speed limit should be reduced at 
crossings. 
3) Clear trees near the paved roads at the horse crossings 
where the road curves to give a better view of traffic on the 
paved road and add warning signs and painted lines on the 
paved road. 
4) Provide maps of the trails on-line and on the trails. 

PH-20 Dr. Jeffrey Gray, 
djgdo1@aol.com/David.Gray2@

hcahealthcare.com 

Paved Trails Prohibit horses on paved trail. 

PH-21 Dianna, dbdg01@aol.com Logging Concerned that logging will destroy the beauty and wilderness 
of the area. 

PH-22 Anne Raduns, 
aeraduns@gate.net 

Paved Trails; Speed Speed bumps are an unnecessary safety hazard to cyclists. 
Encourage education between equestrians and cyclists to 
avoid incidents. 

PH-23 Carlos Torrres, 
cmtorres.ai@gmail.com 

Paved Trails; Speed; Signage 1) Speed bumps are an unnecessary safety hazard to cyclists.  
2) Proper signage is necessary to make all users aware of who 
is also on the trail with them.  
3) Prohibit horse carriages on trails as they are a blind spot. 
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Comment 
No. 

Contact Information  
(if provided) Reference Comments / Questions 

PH-24 Blake Idziak, 
thedubshop@yahoo.com 

Paved Trails; Speed 1) Speed bumps are an unnecessary safety hazard to cyclists.  
2) Prohibit horses from paved trail, perhaps they can ride 
alongside the paved trail. Horse droppings are a hazard to 
cyclists. 
3) Hopes that better advertisement of future meetings will 
occur so more people can participate. 

PH-25 Mary Verrandeaux, 
maryverrandeaux@gmail.com 

Paved Trails 1) Prohibit horses on paved trail. 
2) Speed bumps are an unnecessary safety hazard to cyclists. 
3) Believes cyclists should have right-of-way over equestrians 
when crossing paved trails. 

PH-26 Mike Mildner, 
moparmyk426@gmail.com 

Controlled Burns; Logging; 
Speed; Signage; Maps 

1) Buffer around mtb or horse trails from logging activity in 
any area cut or burned. 
2) Extend available trail space so both paved and dirt trails can 
extend coast to coast and connect to other systems. 
3) Allocate trail space based on the number of volunteer hours 
a group is willing to donate and the number of users so trails 
are sustainable. 
4) Prohibit e-bikes or pedal assisted bikes on volunteer 
maintained trail systems (Santos Trail). Issue permits for e-
bikes yearly for handicapped. 

PH-27 Christina Sasina, 
clsasina@gmail.com 

Paved Trails Prohibit horses on paved trail. 

PH-28 Mike Hallock, 
mikebike063@yahoo.com 

Paved Trails; Speed 1) Encourage education and interaction among cyclist, hikers, 
and equestrians when seeking long range goals. 
2) Speed bumps are an unnecessary safety hazard to cyclists.  
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Comment 
No. 

Contact Information  
(if provided) Reference Comments / Questions 

PH-29 Renee Blaney, 
renee.blaney@gmail.com 

Conservation; Logging; 
Paved Trail; Speed; Plan 
Update 

1) Please emphasize the 'Recreational' mission of this land in 
the newest plan. Conservation is possible without impeding, 
destroying, or restricting the trails. 
2) Provide a 100-foot buffer for the trails from logging. 
3) Clear policy on what constitutes "non-motorized" vehicles in 
regards to e-bikes on the new paved multi-use trail as many 
are concerned over increased speeds. 
4) Commitment for trail connectivity from east to west along 
the Greenway needs to be stated in the plan. 

PH-30 Mike Blaney, rmblaney@cox.net Conservation; Logging; 
Paved Trail; Speed; Plan 
Update 

1) Please emphasize the 'Recreational' mission of this land in 
the newest plan. Conservation is possible without impeding, 
destroying, or restricting the trails. 
2) Provide a 100-foot buffer for the trails from logging. 
3) Clear policy on what constitutes "non-motorized" vehicles in 
regards to e-bikes on the new paved multi-use trail as many 
are concerned over increased speeds. 
4) Commitment for trail connectivity from east to west along 
the Greenway needs to be stated in the plan. 

PH-31 Michele M. Harris, 
micheleharris@cfl.rr.com 

Paved Trail; Signage; Safety; 
Speed 

1) Prohibit horses on paved trail. 
2) Provide signage and paint on paved trail at crossings so 
people are aware that it is a multi-use crossing. Provide signs 
in advance of multi-use crossing to avoid collisions. 
3) Concerns with two-way traffic, people using headphones, 
and allowing dogs to run unleashed on the trail. 
4) Provide a speed limit (no more than 15 mph) on trails. 
5) Prohibit motorized/e-bikes. If motorized bikes will continue 
to be allowed on trails, trails should be one way only. 
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Comment 
No. 

Contact Information  
(if provided) Reference Comments / Questions 

PH-32 Nancy Cloos, ncloosc@aol.com Signage; Speed; Safety 1) Sign placement near crossings is not sufficient; should allow 
more distance between the sign itself and the crossing. At 
cruising speed, a bicyclist is thru the crossings before they 
realize it was there. 
2) Place the signage on the road itself as bicyclists ride looking 
down and do not see current signs. 
3) Place rumble or alert strips on pavement (in advance) to 
alert bicyclists of approaching crossings. This would be more 
effective than speed bumps.  
4) Place signs at trail heads and on trail urging bicyclists to 
speak to the horse and rider. 
5) Horse riders must encourage the bicyclists to speak. 

PH-33 Dennis Rentschler, 
dennisrentschler@yahoo.com 

Speed; Safety Speed bumps are an unnecessary safety hazard to cyclists. 
Rumble strips would be a better choice if used at trail 
crossings. 
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Comment 
No. 

Contact Information  
(if provided) Reference Comments / Questions 

PH-34 Bill Jasewicz, 10623 SE 19th Ct, 
Ocala, FL 34480, (352) 342-0109, 

billij126@gmail.com 

Plan; Facilities; Equestrian 
Trails; Safety; Signage; 
Water; Regulation; Funding 

1) Greenway development is partisan and does not include the 
equestrians (ex: Santos Trail Head). Paved path was designed 
to disrupt equine activities and cause conflicts. 
2) Proposed new trail head at SE 95th St and SE 25th Ave did 
not list any new features or note if this trail head will be 
limited to equine. Features to include in planning are: turn 
around or drive through parking for truck/trailer, horse wash 
racks, maintain shade trees in parking area, water troughs, 
separate entrance/exit, restrooms, pavilions. 
3) Add water hand pumps in a few locations along equine trail 
system. 
4) Provide a 50 to 100 foot line of sight where the equine trails 
and paved trails intersect. 
5) Public announcement equine will always be part of the 
Greenway. 
6) Post Greenway rules and regulations on website and on 
signage. 
7) Speed control on paved trails. 
8) State Legislature needs to set laws regarding horse and no 
motorized incidents. 
9) Revisit funding. General rule needs to be dollar for dollar 
funding on equine activities and other activities. (Ex.: $100k 
spent on other activities, $100k to be spent on equine 
activities.) 
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Comment 
No. 

Contact Information  
(if provided) Reference Comments / Questions 

PH-35 Jena Brooks, 
jenabee3@gmail.com 

Staffing; Funding; Paved 
Trails; Safety; Water Control 
Structures; Land Ownership; 
Management 

1) CFG needs increased staffing (full time, including weekends) 
and funding.  
2) Paved trails should have a full time trail ranger, if not two, 
on the trails every day as do the other state trails. 
3) Remove water control structures from the purview of 
DRP/DEP to allow for better focus on the conservation and 
recreation needs of the CFG. Allow Water Management 
Districts to manage/maintain. 
4) Address gap in ownership of the CFG (negotiate with 
Cannon family). 
5) Compliments on CFG park management. 

PH-36 Denise Sistarelli, 
Dsistarelli@hotmail.com, (352) 

615-9191 

Paved Trails; Safety Concerned about other cyclists speed, disregard for other trail 
users, and unawareness of surroundings (wearing headsets). 

PH-37 Renee Reynolds, 
coconut_ldy@hotmail.com 

Facilities; Campground; 
Water 

Provide water spigots at each of the campsites in Shangri-La 
Campground and all future campgrounds. 
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Comment 
No. 

Contact Information  
(if provided) Reference Comments / Questions 

PH-38 Julia Cesary, 4930 Flora Dr., 
Melbourne, FL 32934 

Maps; Signage; Paved Trail 1) No maps showing the paved or hiking trails. 
2) No paved access trail from Shangri-La to main paved trail. 
3) Going west, pavement ends at SR 200 about a mile from 
Ross Prairie. 
4) Adequate non-paved area under new 484 underpass; 
however, due to immediate curve on the west side it is 
difficult to see oncoming traffic. 
5) Crosswalks across the paved trail clearly marked. 
6) Due to the banking on the eastside of the 484 underpass, 
was required to horseback ride along paved trail. 
7) Denote on trail maps and kiosks the purpose and use of all 
trail types. 
8) Add signs to: a) denote congested area/slow down, b) 
denote speed limit on paved trail, c) yield to horses/people 
with right-of-way, d) show equestrians to use non-paved trail 
and other users the paved trail, e) warning sign to give horses 
a wide passage and do not ride up behind them, and f) look 
both ways before crossing crosswalks. 
9) Arrange a webinar meeting to discuss issues. 

PH-39 Kris Pagenkopf, 7625 SW 7th 
Place, Gainesville, FL 32607, 

kris_pagenkopf@hotmail.com 

Ocklawaha River; Plan Ocklawaha River Restoration/Dam Removal must be included 
in plan. (see email with comments for facts related to this 
topic) 
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Comment 
No. 

Contact Information  
(if provided) Reference Comments / Questions 

PH-40 Dorine Stout, 
dorinekay3@gmail.com 

Paved Trail; Equestrian Trail; 
Safety; Speed 

1) Could equestrian trails be moved as to not cross over the 
paved trail sections? 
2) Concerned with speed of bicyclists on paved trail. 
3) Following questions related to bike races: 
     --When having these races can they station people at the 
tunnels where bikes and horses are both crossing? 
     --On these races do horses still have the right-of-way?  
4) Increase signage at crossings to indicate horses have right-
of-way. 
5) Barr Hammock trail head has great pamphlets at the kiosk 
explaining bike etiquette; perhaps this could be duplicated at 
trail heads. 
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Comment 
No. 

Contact Information  
(if provided) Reference Comments / Questions 

PH-41 Jeanne Thompson, 
horses57@centurylink.net 

Paved Trail; Signage; Safety; 
Speed; Tunnels 

1) Consider putting signs and speed bumps on blacktop farther 
away from intersections of horse trails and paved trail to 
notify the faster moving bicyclists. 
2) Regulate speed on paved trail for everyone's safety. 
3) Address blind areas coming into tunnel areas. 
4) Question: Is there any consideration for bikers to dismount 
and walk their bikes through the tunnels?  
5) Unaware of bicycle races when paving of the greenway was 
discussed.  
6) Question: Bikers and hikers are to yield to horses - how is a 
biker involved in a race going to yield to a horse? 
7) Question: What is the plan for future bike races on the 
greenway?  
8) Question: Will there be a limited annual amount of races? 
9) For future bike races, consider having a person stationed at 
each horse crossing, understanding, that if horses are kept 
waiting to cross while bikes go speeding by, this may spook the 
horses.  
10) Consider there are more appropriate venues for (bicycle) 
racing activities; far more than alternative venues for 
horseback riding in a natural environment. 
11) Inform hikers and bikers to make themselves known to 
horses/riders by speaking as they approach. 
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Comment 
No. 

Contact Information  
(if provided) Reference Comments / Questions 

PH-42 Terri Hope-Streid, 
hopeterri09@gmail.com, (352) 

201-8801 

Equestrian Trails; Safety; 
Funding; Tunnels; Speed; 
New Equestrian 
Trail/Facilities 

1) Equestrian trails are unmaintained. Ross Prairie and Pruitt 
trails have areas blocked with downed trees which are a safety 
issue. Was told there was not extra staff or funding for tree 
service and volunteers are needed to clean these areas. State 
workers should be doing this/not volunteers due to liability. 
Allow public to oversee how funds are used/allocate funding 
for cleanup. 
2) Provide new trails for equestrians. 
3) New connection bridge to Inglis Island will create 
environmental issues/another habitat buzzard bridge and take 
away natural settings and preservation. 
4) Would like to see the St. Martin Marsh Preserve 7 mile loop 
opened to equestrians and parking lot adjusted to 
accommodate horse trail parking (no pavement needed). 
Volunteered to help with this request. 
5) Tunnels are a safety concern. Suggests speed bumps and 
signage as a reminder for bicyclists/skateboarders to slow 
down when going through tunnels.  

PH-43 Brenda Lindsey, 
brenmobile3@gmail.com 

Paved Trail; Signage; Safety; 
Maps 

1) Speed of cyclists is unsafe, need speed limit signs. 
2) Educate trail users about yielding to others. (see sign image 
example attached to email) 
3) Provide pamplets at trail heads with maps, rules, and 
regulations. 

PH-44 Karen Turbeville, 
kturbevi@tampabay.rr.com, 

(863) 688-5111 

Equestrian Trails It is hoped with the prospect of new trails and connections 
that the horse trails will also be enlarged to aide Marion 
County economy. 
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Comment 
No. 

Contact Information  
(if provided) Reference Comments / Questions 

PH-45 Phil Johnson, 10456 S.W. Hwy 
484, Dunnellon, FL 34432, (517) 

260-1574, 
diandphil@frontier.com 

Nuisance Species; Paved 
Trail 

1) Concern that the wild hog population in Pruitt will move 
into Ross Prairie once the tunnel under 200 is completed. 
Would like to see them eradicated as wild hogs are damaging 
to native plants and animals and are a major threat to the 
Greenway. 
2) In areas where the hard pack is used as a connector 
between horse trails and or fire trails to create loops, there 
should be a parallel horse trail so horses are not on pavement 
or in other undesirable areas to make these connections. 

PH-46 Diane Johnson, 10456 S.W. Hwy 
484, Dunnellon, FL 34432, 

happyhoofers@frontier.com 

Nuisance Species; Trees 1) Concern of wild hog population. 
2) Save the shade trees when paving through the 
Pruitt/Valhalla section. 

PH-47 Bill Marcy, 
wpmarcymtb@yahoo.com 

Paved Trail; Speed; Safety 1) In regards to trail safety and etiquette, have noticed 
motorcycles and ATV's, dogs off leashes, and that horse users 
should clean up after them and take responsibility or 
precautions if their horse is nervous or skittish.  
2) Rumble strips could be a better solution than speed bumps 
at the blind/limited visibility underpasses (475). 
3) Suggestion: Could you widen the trail at the 475 underpass 
as this would significantly improve the trail safety? 
4) Traveling west after the land bridge there are two or three 
sharper turns that create blind spots. Suggestion: Could you 
cut or thin out the brush so it would open up visibility? 
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Comment 
No. 

Contact Information  
(if provided) Reference Comments / Questions 

PH-48 Sandra Kokernoot, 
s_kokernoot@hotmail.com 

Species; Water; Plan; 
Conservation; New 
Trails/Facilities 

Please see Ms. Kokernoot's four page email attachment for 
specific details regarding her concerns related to: 
1) Significant decline in the size and number of fish in Rodman 
Pool. 
2) Failure of drawdowns, water level increases, and herbicides 
to control vegetation in Rodman Reservoir. 
3) Death of cypress trees upstream of Rodman Dam from 
holding the reservoir waters at higher levels in an attempt to 
kill hydrilla. 
4) Caving in of gopher tortoise burrows and destruction of 
trees by heavy equipment on the berms in Putnam Co. No 
policies to address how to minimize detrimental effects will be 
accomplished. 
5) Objectives stated in Plan need policies with deadlines to 
accomplish those goals. 
6) Need for policies to create quality hiking trails and multi-use 
trails in natural areas of the CFG in Putnam Co. that are not 
located on torn up fire breaks. Include a policy to have State 
biologists explore option for multi-purpose/interpretive trails 
west of Buckman Lock. 
7) Request for visitors center at Buckman Lock to be re-
opened with exhibit explaining restoration benefits and three 
small parking areas at Canal Road at CR 310, Berm Road at 
Dam Road, and SR 19/Barge Canal Bridge on the north side of 
canal. 
8) "The opportunity to develop a Guided Historical Interpretive 
Boat Tour along the greenway canal and lock system" 
statement in Plan needs to be modified. Question: Are you 
talking about a brochure for boaters or a guided tour? 
9) Suggestions for statement/word revision in Plan on pages 
209-210, under 'Current Recreation Use and Visitor Programs'. 
10) The Optimum Boundary of the CFG in Putnam Co. needs to 
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No. 

Contact Information  
(if provided) Reference Comments / Questions 

include all of the Etoniah/CFG land acquisition project and the 
Barak property next to the Buckman Lock area (see email 
attachment which includes map). 
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Comment 
No. 

Contact Information  
(if provided) Reference Comments / Questions 

PH-49 Roy R. "Robin" Lewis, III, Save 
Our Big Scrub, Inc., P.O. Box 
5430, Salt Springs, FL 32134, 

Office: (352) 546-4842, Mobile: 
(813) 505-3999, 

lesrrl3@aol.com, 
lesrrl3@gmail.com 

Species; Water; Plan; 
Conservation; New 
Trails/Facilities 

Mr. Lewis endorsed the comments made by Ms. Kokernoot (in 
comment PH-48 above) and provided the Putnam Co. 
Environmental Council's "Management and Restoration of the 
Fish Populations of Silver Springs and the Middle and Lower 
Ocklawaha River, Florida, USA" report to support their 
comments. The CFG Plan should not be a document written in 
a biased manner to promote keeping the Rodman Pool instead 
of restoring the Ocklawaha River. Please remove these 
comments and insert only science based and scenically 
supported statements and comments.  

PH-50 Gail Koeck, 3531 W Highway 318, 
Citra, FL 32113-2159 

Plants; Maps; Facilities 1) Notification of toxic weeds shown and listed at equine trail 
heads. 
2) Better maps of trails showing marked intersections and 
route to trail head. Existing maps are worthless. 
3) Bathroom facilities, even porta johns, would be 
appreciated. 

PH-51 Bob Kass, Troup 25 Orange Park, 
jabbaclimber@yahoo.com 

Facilities/Kenwood 
Campground 

Please reconsider opening Kenwood Campground. 

 


































































































































































